
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

     Mother's Day is not in the Church's liturgical calendar.  It is a day on which we celebrate, 

fittingly, not only our mothers' tenderness and sweetness, but also their feeding into us all 

those resources which we needed, and need, to go on embracing life.  In the Old Testament, 

the God who cherished us into life challenges us to deny whether he can be less loving than 

our mothers.  So today, thanking the same God for our mothers, and our fathers, and the 

countless generations who have brought us to be, let us also ask for a fortified belief, an 

intensified and resolute and unflinching belief, in the God who wishes us well, and wishes us 

to grow, and wishes for all of us courage, generosity and tenderness.  This is the God who 

loves each one of us with an enthusiasm beyond compare.  

 

     With blunt realism the text from the Acts of the Apostles [6:1-7] admits what life in the 

community of believers is really like from day to day; it is fraught with internal as well as 

external difficulties.  Human rivalries and tensions crop up virulently, even in the community 

of the Resurrection.  When the numbers increase, problems emerge.  Among the Jewish 

followers of Jesus there are the Hellenists, who favour greater assimilation in language and 

culture, and the Hebrews, who favour sharper separation and national 

identity.  Consciousness of the distinction leads to suspicions of discrimination and 

unfairness.  It is a situation which we all know from experience in many forms.  The solution 

here is interesting: the Twelve, acting collegially, appoint as ministers to the community 

seven people of such radiant and evident goodness and integrity, exemplars of Spirit and 

wisdom, that there can be no doubt about trusting their election, so that that the apostolic 

task of the community will not be hindered by internal dissension. 

 
     Please continue to pray for the local church and community. 
 
"This is the house of God. 
Before departing, 
lift up your heart to Him in praise, 
in love, 
and in humble thanks. 
And ask a blessing, 
for He is your Journey, 
and your journey's End." 
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