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Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Over these last two months we have spent much time in lockdown, often working 
from home and interacting daily on a personal level with only those with whom we 
live. Nearly all of our other interactions have taken place online or over the phone. 
Within the state of Victoria, we are now in a time of transition with the easing of 
some of the restrictions this week. It is a challenging time for us as a community as a 
significant number of people’s lives have been radically changed, now living with 
financial uncertainty and discerning what might be the next steps for them at this 
time. When life changing transitions are planned there is an opportunity to prepare 
ourselves, yet there was little time to prepare ourselves for this time of pandemic 
with the rapid spread of COVID-19 and the swift responses of governments within 
our country and across the world imposing restrictions in order to limit the spread of 
the virus. As Australians, we have been fortunate that the curve has been flattened 
so effectively, yet as we move to living in “the new normal” there is still uncertainty 
and concern about how this will unfold as well as the possibility of a second wave of 
infection.   

As a community of faith, we are also in a time of transition – the movement from the 
joy of the Season of Easter, somewhat muted this year, towards the return of 
Ordinary Time. However, before we transition back to Ordinary Time we will recall 
the Ascension of Jesus, and the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost over the next two 
weeks.  Unlike the first Christians we know what happens, we remember and relive 
it each year, but this year we relive it in a radically new context. The readings for 
today help prepare us for this liturgical transition. 

Today’s Gospel is part of the farewell discourse from the Last Supper in John’s 
Gospel. The evangelist writing this gospel some 60 years after the death, 
resurrection and Ascension of Jesus is conscious that the Johannine Community in 
Ephesus is hurting. As a result of their faith in the risen Jesus they have been 
expelled from the synagogue and they are grappling with what this means for them. 
They are asking the question of where is Jesus and God in this experience. For the 
Johannine Community their expulsion from the synagogue was not a planned 
transition but rather a painful experience of rupture in their lives and relationships 
and the words of Jesus in today’s gospel are offered to them to provide 
encouragement and hope in a time of difficulty and doubt. 

Within this context we hear anew the words of Jesus  “If you love me you will keep 
my commandments” – these words encourage us to remain people of faith, 
especially in difficult times when we have not been able to gather as a faith 
community. We know that we are not alone and that in the coming weeks and 
months we will re-gather, albeit initially in smaller numbers, but we will be able to 
come together and give thanks to our God through the celebration of the Eucharist. 

We know that the first advocate Jesus has returned to the Father, but in today’s 
Gospel Jesus promises to give another advocate who will be with you forever. This 
promise is the same promise Jesus makes to us – that we also will experience the 
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presence of this Advocate, the Spirit of truth – who is with us and in us. We 
experience the Spirit of truth in our lives and our relationships whenever we seek to 
respond lovingly and generously to the Lord and others seeking to live a God filled 
life.  

The first significant writing of Pope Francis was titled “the Joy of The Gospel”. There 
are glimpses of this joy in today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles with 
people being united in welcoming the message Philip preached. The preaching was 
accompanied by miracles of healing and there was great rejoicing coming from 
people’s first encounter with the Good News.  

As Christians we called to be people of joy, even in this time of pandemic – to be 
people who experience the deep peace that only God can give us – the deep peace 
that we know comes from our faith in the risen Jesus – the faith that God’s victory 
over sin and death is complete. At times in our lives we lose sight of this joy, 
however, we know that we can turn to the Advocate to help, renew and guide us.  St 
Paul tells us in his letter to the Galatians (5:22) that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self 
control.Whenever we experience these gifts in our lives we are experiencing the 
presence of the Advocate, the Spirit of truth with us and in us.  

When we go through transitions or times of difficulty or doubt, it can be helpful to 
consciously pray to our Advocate, to the one who supports, comforts and 
encourages us, to the one who is the Spirit- asking for the graces that we need, to be 
able to love more authentically and generously and to be filled with patience, 
understanding and gentleness within ourselves and our interactions with others 
especially in this time of transition with the easing of restrictions. As we do this, 
hopefully we will come to deeper insights about who God is and where has God 
been present within us and the world at this time.   
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