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Fourth Sunday of Easter 2020 
John 10:1-10 

 
Today is traditionally called Good Shepherd Sunday – “The Good 
Shepherd” is one of the earliest Christological motifs for Jesus, in use since 
the earliest centuries of Christianity.  As we know we come from a country 
with large sheep farms, usually with flocks of several thousand sheep. This 
experience is so different to that of shepherds in the time of Jesus who 
would care for a much smaller flock, usually no more than 100 sheep. Each 
night the sheep would be kept secure in the sheepfold - a walled in area 
with a small opening for the sheep to come and go. The shepherd would 
lie down across the small opening and literally become the gate – his body 
would keep out predators and keep the sheep in for the night. With 
smaller herds the shepherd and the sheep knew each other by the sound 
of the shepherd’s voice. As we heard in today’s gospel, the sheep hear the 
voice of the shepherd, as he calls them one by one and they listen and he 
leads them out. There is a real intimacy in the relationship between the 
shepherd and the sheep, an intimacy grounded in a trustful listening, and 
then following the voice of the Shepherd.  
 
As we ponder the gospel more deeply we are presented with a number of 
different figures – in the verse that immediately follows this passage, 
Jesus says “I am the Good Shepherd”, (John 10:11) however in these 
earlier verses Jesus presents himself as the gate of the sheepfold – the 
one through whom the sheep and each of us pass. There are others who 
approach the sheepfold – thieves and brigands – but the sheep take no 
notice of them – as they do not recognize their voices. Sometimes a thief 
will come along and steal, kill and destroy. But in stark contrast to this – 
Jesus as the gate of the sheepfold provides safety and security to those 
who enter – and in experiencing Jesus, they will come to have life and to 
have it to the full.   
 
This parable captures the dynamics that are at work in the Johannine 
community and more broadly in humanity, even when we are not out and 
about engaging with each other.  Even though we are living in a time of 
isolation, Jesus continues to be the gate, Jesus calls us by name to come 
and embrace the love and fullness of life that God offers us.  
 
We know we have choices and that other invitations come our way. We 
can be tempted by forces that we know are not life giving and we can 
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experience a real struggle within ourselves. For us as a Jesuit parish this is 
where discernment comes to the fore – the invitation to be attentive to 
what is happening within ourselves, especially in this time of social 
distancing, disconnection and isolation. We are invited to reflect upon 
what is bringing us life at this time, what are the things capturing our 
hearts while we may be working from home, or perhaps experiencing 
doubts, fears, anxiety or frustration. Are there things happening that are 
limiting our ability to be conscious and attentive to the movements of the 
Spirit in our life and in our relationships?  
 
For a small number of people they are as busy as usual, but for many 
people this is a time where life is lived at a slower pace, resulting in time 
for reflection. Wherever we find ourselves, it can be helpful to stop and 
give thanks for the people, the environment and the relationships that we 
truly value; those relationships where we experience that sense of being 
unconditionally loved, of being safe, of experiencing life giving pastures. 
 
It may be helpful in this week as we move closer to the time when we 
hope restrictions will be relaxed a little, to think about who are the people 
with whom I yearn to reconnect with?  And perhaps, are there any lasting 
changes I want to make in the way I live in the future? These thoughts 
may be invitations to walk more closely towards Jesus, an opportunity of 
us to listen to the inner voice of our God in our hearts and souls – the 
inner voice that invites to enter the gate of the sheepfold, so that we may 
have life, and have it abundantly.  
 
Thomas Renshaw SJ  
 


